
This file shows the connection between local sustainability programs, the EPA, and the United 
Nations Agenda 21. A disturbing trend emerges from the documentation whereas psychology 
is mentioned as being important in the effort to promote sustainability...

Sustainable Development and the Environmental Protection Agency - the file.  

Report to Congress !EPA 230-R-93-005!(June 1993)
United States!Environmental Protection Agency

Policy, Planning and Evaluation (PM-219)

First, some excerpts from the document -- re: EPA's Social Science Research; NAFTA; public 
private partnerships; Agenda 21; EPA $25M funding of climate studies!for selected 
developing countries; EPA agreements with UNDP, UNIDO, WHO; etc.!

Excerpts from the Executive summary (emphasis added):

"Sustainable development has emerged in the last decade as a focal point for research, 
discussion, and recommendations regarding the long-term economic and environmental 
outlook for the United States and the world. The level of global concern about sustainable 
development was evident, for example, at the 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, where representatives from 180 countries gathered "to 
promote sustainable and environmentally sound development.' In view of the increasing 
interest in this topic, Congress has asked the Environmental Protection Agency to report on 
its efforts to incorporate the concepts of sustainable development into the Agency's 
operations."!(p. ES-1)

"This report is meant to highlight Agency programs and projects that are particularly 
relevant to the basic tenets of sustainable development. . . . " (p. ES-1)

Other excerpts (emphasis added):

". . . EPA is developing a Social Sciences Research Agenda to direct research towards 
topics that are likely to be most important in its continuing efforts to protect the 
environment." (p. ES-3)

"Enhancing Public Awareness and Participation. The nation can only achieve and maintain 
sustainable development when its citizens understand this concept and embrace it as a 
national priority. As part of its efforts to educated the public about the environment and 
what can be done to protect it, the agency administers and Environmental Education 
Grants Program and will fund a national Environmental Education and Training Program to 
train a force of environmental educators. These efforts are coordinated with the Department 
of Education's 'America 2000' Initiative." (ES-4)

". . . While the precise meaning of sustainable development is still the subject of scientific 
and political discussion, consensus does exist on several of its fundamental tenants.

! ! !First, sustainable development requires a long term perspective for planning and policy 



development. . . .
! ! !Second, sustainable development must build on and reinforce the interdependence of 
our economy and our environment. . . .!
! ! !Third, sustainable development calls for new, integrative approaches to achieve 
economic, social and environmental objectives. . . . " (p. 2)

". . . Following internal EPA efforts to prioritize environmental concerns, the Agency's 
Science Advisory Board (SAB) in 1990 published Reducing Risk: Setting Priorities and 
Strategies for Environmental Protection. This report provided a comparative risk analysis of 
the environmental problems facing EPA. Among the highest-priority problems identified by 
the SAB were global climate change, stratospheric ozone depletion, habitat alteration, 
and loss of biological diversity.

! ! ! To facilitate implementation of the SAB recommendations, EPA in 1992 established ten 
strategies that set an Agency-wide framework for policy decisions. These are described in 
Strategies and Framework for the Future, published in July 1992. The strategies include:

! ! ! ! ! (1) strategic implementation of statutory mandates;
! ! ! ! !!(2)!improving science and the knowledge base;
! ! ! ! !!(3) pollution prevention: EPA's prefered choice;
! ! ! ! !!(4) geographic targeting for ecological protection;
! ! ! ! !!(5) greater reliance on economic incentives and technzological innovation;
! ! ! ! !!(6) improving cross-media program integration and multi-media enforcement;
! ! ! ! !!(7) building stat/local/tribal capacity;
! ! ! ! !!(8) enhancing international cooperation;
! ! ! ! !!(9) strengthening environmental education and public outreach;
! ! ! ! (10) better management and infrastructure.

Many of these strategies are directly relevant to sustainable development and its basic 
tenants, and several will be discussed in detail later in this report." (p. 6)

"Social Science Research

! ! !As EPA faces new types of environmental challenges and begins to employ new tools to 
address these (see Section 4), the issues addressed by the social sciences are becoming 
increasingly important in the Agency's work. Disciplines such as economics, psychology, 
social psychology, political science, and sociology can contribute to our understanding of 
how individuals and society make decisions affecting the environment, and how these 
decisions might collectively foster a transition to sustainable development. Social science 
research thus complements the contributions of research in the natural sciences buy 
analyzing individual and societal responses to scientific knowledge about the environment.

! ! !EPA has conducted, within its various programs, research on the social science issues 
since its creation, but these efforts have not previously been coordinated across the 
Agency. EPA's Advisory Board (SAB), in its 1990 report, Future Risk: Research Strategies for 
the 1990's, and in its 1990 report,!Reducing Risk: Setting Priorities and Strategies for 
Environmental Protection, recommend that EPA give higher priority to social science 
research. In response to these and similar recommendations from outside the Agency, the 



Agency has initiated development of a Social Science Research Agenda.

! ! !A draft of the agenda identifies over 200 potential social science research topics 
addressing two types of issues: those covered by specific EPA programs and those 
affecting many different programs. . . ." (p. 13-14)

"Through its Environmental Finance Program, EPA is working to help state and local 
governments use public private partnerships and other alternative financing mechanisms . . 
." (p. 17)

"The proposed North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has served as a catalyst for 
trilateral cooperation on environmental protection of the continent. In September 1992, 
former Administrator William Reilly hosted a meeting with his counterparts from Canada 
and Mexico that address NAFTA, related environmental issues and possible approaches to 
enhancing cooperation among the three countries on critical sustainable development 
issues." (p. 23-24)

". . . UNCED's Agenda 21 calls upon UNEP to convene an intergovernmental meeting on 
protection of the marine environment from land-based sources of pollution. EPA will take 
an active role in this conference. . . ." (p. 24)

"EPA also plays an important role in international programs related to mitigation of and 
adaption to potential global climate change. The U.S. has committed to provide $25 million 
over two years to help fund climate studies for selected developing countries. . . ." (p. 24)

"EPA has formal agreements with a number of international organization to facilitate the 
exchange of information and personnel, joint research activities and training. At the 
UNCED, EPA signed agreements with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and the World Health 
Organization." (p. 25)
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